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ELSA YAZBEK CHARABATI
PASSIONATE ABOUT HER PROFESSION

Isa Yazbek Charabati blended a love of languages and travel
into a successful career as a journalist and educator.

Lebanese journalist Elsa Yazbek
Charabati started her TV career at

the young age of 20 and has forged a
distinguished path in the field with
passion and dedication ever since. In a
heartfelt chat with HOME, she revisited
key professional milestones, weighed in
on the current state of Lebanese media
and unveiled compelling layers of her
personality.

Television, travel and tastefulness
While still a university student,
Charabati joined Future TV as a French
news bulletin presenter, where she
worked for 10 years, prior to moving

to MTV. “I served as anchor, reporter
and editor-in-chief of the French news
back then, and had the opportunity to
interview highly influential figures, such
as French President Jacques Chirac,
whom I interviewed at the Elysée Palace
in 2000 when I was only 21. It was just
ayear after I had interviewed Prince
Albert IT de Monaco at the Monaco
Palace,” she told HOME.

Besides the French bulletin, she also
presented francophone programs like
“Trait d’'Union,” shedding light on the
link between France and Lebanon,

and “De Chez Nous,” a series of daily
short episodes airing before the prime-
time news that showcased exceptional
Lebanese French-speakers, one portrait
at a time.

Following her shift to MTV, the dynamic
journalist Charabati channeled her
passion for travel and adventure into

a one-off travel segment titled “Voyage
Voyage,” which has been going strong
for five years on MTV Alive. “The idea
was conceived by me from A to Z. I love
travelling and people were always asking
me about places to visit and things to
do. So, I decided to turn this into a
dynamic segment where I talk about

http://mtv.com.lb/Programs/Voyage_Voyage
# http://mtv.com.lb/en/Programs/Bi_Kell Fakher
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my own trips and interview guests who
went on interesting adventures,” she
explained.

Another staple of her TV career is “Bi
Kell Fakher,” a documentary-style show,
composed of special episodes, where
she conducts in-depth interviews with
internationally successful personalities
of Lebanese origin. “This program
started four years ago, and is all about
being Lebanese and proud to be. It
traces the success stories of key figures
whom people would love to get to know
more. It has featured French-Lebanese
writer Amin Maalouf, fashion designer
Elie Saab and Patriarch Bechara Boutros
al Rahi”

As a person who has always been
passionate about reading and culture,
Charabati covers the Salon du Livre
yearly in intensive day-to-day coverage,
dubbed “Ensemble au Salon,” where she
chats with writers, publishers, educators
and artists during the event. “For me,
culture should not be presented in a
boring way. I always like to transform

it into something interesting, and to
make sure to read every book I talk
about, for the writers to feel valued and
for the conversation to be deeper,” she
explained.

Professionalism, passion and
principles

Charabati’s hybrid academic
background - as both a journalist and
translator — was a key factor in her
success. She holds a master's degree

in translation from Université Saint-
Joseph, where she also serves as director
of the interpretation department, and
a master's degree in journalism from
the Lebanese University, in partnership
with Paris-Sorbonne University

and the Centre de formation et de
perfectionnement des journalistes.

“I fuse the two in my work,” she said.

Her love for languages and culture
knows no boundaries. She has mastered
Arabic, English, French and Spanish,
speaks Japanese, and works as a
correspondent for Radio Exterior de
Espaiia. “I love traveling and use my
languages to explore new cultures. I also
love writing, and publish articles in both
print and online press,” she noted.

And while this senior journalist said

she always seeks top quality content

and images, and is very picky with
everything she does, she believes passion
to be her most valuable quality as a
journalist. “I am so passionate about

the things I do and I cannot hide it;

one cannot do journalism without

it, because it’s a difficult field,” she
explained.

“Professionalism is also very important
because it makes people trust you and
come to you, but unfortunately many
journalists lack it today.”

Journalism needs important content;
no one should be on TV just to fill
airtime, she said. “Every second on TV
is valuable. People trust you because
you are here to give them objective,

top quality information. You have to
give them what they deserve. You can’t
do boring stuff, of course. And while
content can very well be entertaining, it
also needs have substance.”

The red-headed presenter also values
femininity. But she urges women, and
notably female journalists, to be subtle,
yet strong. “If you don’t have principles,
you can’t be a journalist. You must be
ethical while enjoying your freedom of
speech,” she added.

http://mtv.com.lb/en/Programs/Salon_du_Livre

By Christina Fakhry

“The media
environment in
Lebanon has changed
because of budget
cuts, resulting from
an ongoing financial
crisis,” Charabati
said. “The challenge
is to stand by your
standards and refuse
to compromise
ethics and quality, no
matter what.”

Charabati said she
strives to inculcate
these values into her
students today. She
teaches translation,
public speaking,
copywriting and
current affairs at USJ.
She looks up to local
and international
TV presenters such
as Nehmat Azoury,
Claire Chazal,
Laurent Delahousse
and Oprah Winfrey.

“I love my students,
and I don’t want
them to fall into the
trap of plastic surgery
and stereotypes. I see
in them the passion

I used to have as a
media student and I
always like to nurture
it,” she noted.

Meanwhile, the
seasoned journalist
and TV anchor is
working on new
travel segments and
special episodes with
more influential
figures in Lebanon
and the diaspora.

She said she is always
looking to promote
Lebanese education
and culture through
her work. “I travel the
world, but Lebanon

remains my true
HOME,” she said.
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I love my
students and I
don’t want them
to fall into the
trap of plastic
surgery and
stereotypes.
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