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GEORGIA
THROUGH A LEBANESE LENS

K1 k3

Lebanese photographer Aia Dakdouk feels drawn to Georgia, the former Soviet
Republic, where her lens captures the beautiful combination of Caucasus
Mountain villages, Black Sea beaches and the cobblestone streets of old Thilisi.

Everyone asks me:
“Why Georgia?”

Like Beirut, Georgia’s capital Tbilisi
has diverse architecture that reflects
the civilizations that once conquered
it, including the Persians and the
Russians. Its cobblestoned old town
includes Eastern Orthodox churches
and ornate art nouveau buildings, a
fourth century fortress and Soviet-
era Modernist structures.

I can’t explain it.
Maybe it’s because
in Georgia, I never
felt I was a tourist.
Maybe it’s because
I never felt safer.
Maybe it seemed
familiar.

Like Lebanon,
Georgia stands
in the middle of
East and West, at
the intersection of
Europe and Asia.
It has beautiful
mountains and
beaches, old
cities and villages
with cobblestone
roads. And like
the Lebanese,
Georgians are
known for their
tasty food and
wine, and warm
hospitality.

I made four trips

to this former
Soviet Republic
in t}w p‘ast1 1ye:au('l, I visited
Z;;l:é .::1 :inzl;ts B azaar, fgllle 01}uge Axmetel; The Gergeti glacier on the
A — elicions o ees:’omen selling southeastern slope of Mt Kazbelf
vege tables, - and freg}, took my breath away! It juts straight
You coulq 1 .Pared With loye up and wears a cap of snow. People

live in a small village nearby,
surrounded by huge mountains,
while tourists come to hike the
Gergeti or ski in its Gudauri resort.

Photos and story by Aia Dakdouk
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