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ow at the peak of his career, multifaceted music producer Rodge
has recently added a string of hits to his long list of achievements.

Anyone who has had the privilege of
experiencing a night out in Lebanon
realizes its importance to the nation.
With stylish beach parties and
warehouse techno raves, spontaneous
dabke lines and post-dinner table top
moves, Lebanon’s night life is famed for
its rich diversity.

Across this varied musical landscape,

one figure is a towering presence. The
biggest DJ in Lebanon, perhaps even the
region, Rodge (real name Roger Saad)

is also the founder of Mix-FM, one of
Lebanon's most popular radio stations.
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A specialist in the art of feel-good music,
Rodge told HOME: “The main concern
of a DJ is to go into a room and make
everyone there happy. The people have
spent money and time to have a blast
for three or four hours. It is the DJ's job
to give them a good time and make sure
that when they leave, they have a huge
smile on their face.”
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BO1S, Frida:.-a- at The Village Dbayeh,
and Saturdays at Igloo Mzaar are all
immensely popular.

His followers attend religiously come
rain or shine, traversing roads blocked
with snow and vicious storms to unwind
with their idol.

Rodge’s popular parties are only one
aspect of his far greater contribution
to Lebanon’s night life. His ability to
attract international names to Lebanon
is unmatched, having hosted and
shared the stage with D Guetta,
Sean Paul, Sia and Brvan Adams to
name a few. As a promoter, Rodge has
brought artists such as The Scorpions,
Sting, Enrique Iglesias and Shakira to
Lebanon. Although he downplays his
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international fame, he has opened for
heavyweights such as Justin Bieber, Ed
Sheeran and Jennifer Lopez.

Equally impressive is Rodge’s recent
foray into producing his own songs, with
19 enphorie dance hits to date. His tried
and tested formula remixes pop legends
such as Aretha Franklin and Chris De
Burgh, boosting their well-known lyrics
with a bouncing bass and erisp synths
guaranteed to get people on their feet.
His original productions Bezrut, Light
Up the Sky ( Joe Killington) and ¢
Sterts with Love (feat. Gary Pine) took
2018 by storm.

“When I go and play musie, it's my
haven,” said Rodge. “1 don't need
anything else, because music is my drive,
When I am mixing for my radio show,
for that hour I am on my own trip.”’

" g .‘U L] ". -
“."-:‘t "}}"“ J ‘. r

'-
=
L]

a

o
L

Mt S0 LS TR i

. see " of "t- ot

“My life has been dedicated to music,”
he added. This dedication has been
necessary on a journey that has not
always been easy. While he knew he
wanted to create music from an early
age and started DJing as a teenager, like
many other Lebanese youth Rodge had
to work hard to convinee his parents
that music was a worthwhile pursuit.

“My brother is an ophthalmologist, and

s traditionally valued in Lebanese
nciety, explained Rodge. “I had a

problem: I didn't want to do anything
except music, but [ couldn’t study music
because my parents dido’t want me to.”
As a result, Rodge studied business and
computing at Université Saint-Joseph
(UST), pursuing music in his free time.

Doing so during the 1980s required
resilience, “When [ used to play at
Radio Fame, I would duck and dive
under the shelling to get to the radio
station,” Rodge recalled. *I would take
the antostop from Ajaltoun to Mkalles,
and I would play music. Nobody else
dared to be there, so [ would play music
all day””

“Music was my way to fight war, shyness,
insecu traditions—everything.
Music was my ha lace. I was a

bit shy growing up, so music was my
platform to shine, to express myself’

Rodge's perseverance began to pay-
off in the late 19805 as he became a
known DJ in Beirut, but it wasn't until
one night in 1991 that his career took
off. The first Lebanese DJ competition
was unfortunately being held on
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the same day as one of Rodge’s final
university exams. “I went straight from
winning the competition to the exam
hall and aced my exams,” tells Rodge,

a dual success which catapulted him

to recognition while proving to his
parents that he could balance music and
studies. “When [ won that competition,
everything began to change in my life.”

Mevertheless, his financial difficulties

continued, even after he “accidentally”
founded Mix-FM in 1996, managing
to pool together a few hundred dollars
to rent Cool-FM, an unlicensed radio

station back then, which later became
Mix-FM.

“I started Mix-FM with my pocket
money from DJing in the basement

of Disco Number One. I didn't have a
house, so 1 slept at the radio for more
than ten vears,” explained Rodge. At
that time, Mix-FM was only a small
basement room and not the open-plan
Ashrafieh office it is today.

During the early days of Mix-FM, Rodge
would often resort to playing a whole
radio show under different aliases: *1
had the support of great friends and
close ones, but [ had difficulty recruiting
DJs to cover shitts for the whole day,

so | had to be the DJ that played under
different names. I would play under
Rodge, then another name, and another
name.”

Rodge’s journey was also one of personal
development. He embraced some of the
trappings of fame when he first found
success. “When [ was young and I got
famous all of a sudden, ego came to me.”

“Ego is man's worst enemy: [ don’t
believe in ego. Maturity enables you to
be a good person. I'm proud of being
nice,” he added, after being asked
whether his image as a nice guy was
perceived as uncool in the world of
night life and cliché bad-boy DJs. He
tries to follow a simple philosophy:
“Treat others how yvou want to be treated
yourself”

He maintains this mentality today,
manifesting in his commitment to
give back. Rodge has various roles
with charities including Kunhadi and
505 and is the ambassador for the
Brave Heart Fund, a Lebanese charity

that pays the medical expenses for
underprivileged Lebanese children
suffering from congenital heart disease.

Brave Heart Fund Founder Joumana
Ghandour expressed her gratitude for
Rodge: "We value Rodge as a Brave
Heart ambassador. His genuine concern,
kindness and generosity are incredible.”

A collection of video testimonies from
the charities that Rodge has worked
with, collected by his team at Mix-FM as
a birthday present, testify to his valuable
contribution. Shaila Afral Abou Ehalil,
the Brave Heart Fund committee chair,
describes that through four fundraisers
at BO18 alone, Rodge has directly saved
the lives of twenty-six children.

“We couldn’t be more proud of his
collaboration,” she explains. “Rodge’s
fundraising parties have become one of
the most anticipated parties in town.
People always flock to them every

time we organize them, and they do it
because it's fun and because it's a good
cause.

“The entire night people are celebrating,
enjoying Rodge’s music, his tunes, and
the energy in the room, and you're
saving lives doing that.”

Rodge questions why anyone in his
position wouldn't try and make a
ditference. “If even only my ten-person
team gave $10 to someone who came
asking for help in our office, that’s
already $100, and that can feed a person
for a while,” he explained.

Rodge tries to extend this attitude into
his work life. Although he describes
himself as a strict and very demanding
manager, he emphasizes his belief in
treating his team well and offering them
opportunities to thrive. “Working as part
of a team, I learn something new every
day;” said Rodge.

Juggling these commitments can be
difficult and Rodge, a selt-described
perfectionist, tries to maximize the
effectiveness of his time in both his
personal and business life. “Now, 1

try to work only a few hours a day.” he
explains.”But during those hours,

I work effectively, I delegate more and
focus on the tasks that matter the most.”

# https:/ /mylebanonmyhome com brave-heart-ngo-lebanon

However, Rodge remains committed
of the [ z 1%t ain i ko ¢ in Lebanon
].]..n up internationally. He is a keen sc _"'-1[1:1 wants to try an
mand n of snow
g I':I' 2 in his office from countries he's
heen to.
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